
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2019 TAF.  The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecast scenarios are presented 

for 2010 to 2045.  The scenarios do not include the impact of the Coronavirus (COVID-19).  For more 

information see the write-up 2019 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios for Large and 

Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

MSY medium 2010 4,000,460 4,000,460 4,000,460

MSY medium 2011 4,255,640 4,255,640 4,255,640

MSY medium 2012 4,276,047 4,276,047 4,276,047

MSY medium 2013 4,479,535 4,479,535 4,479,535

MSY medium 2014 4,785,909 4,785,909 4,785,909

MSY medium 2015 5,230,106 5,230,106 5,230,106

MSY medium 2016 5,492,703 5,492,703 5,492,703

MSY medium 2017 5,879,459 5,879,459 5,879,459

MSY medium 2018 6,489,180 6,489,180 6,489,180

MSY medium 2019e 6,769,487 6,878,935 6,691,550

MSY medium 2020 7,266,087 7,644,229 6,885,184

MSY medium 2021 7,442,509 7,771,638 6,942,959

MSY medium 2022 7,620,408 8,093,411 7,002,881

MSY medium 2023 7,798,415 8,442,924 7,058,926

MSY medium 2024 7,974,703 8,601,627 7,115,329

MSY medium 2025 8,150,505 8,883,107 7,179,825

MSY medium 2026 8,326,869 9,170,120 7,247,490

MSY medium 2027 8,504,351 9,471,824 7,313,615

MSY medium 2028 8,685,638 9,780,441 7,382,182

MSY medium 2029 8,870,860 10,145,015 7,448,706

MSY medium 2030 9,060,736 10,516,156 7,516,115

MSY medium 2031 9,255,752 10,873,786 7,583,938

MSY medium 2032 9,455,939 11,221,978 7,650,619

MSY medium 2033 9,660,725 11,572,975 7,715,389

MSY medium 2034 9,869,291 11,920,747 7,773,384

MSY medium 2035 10,081,614 12,259,952 7,823,920

MSY medium 2036 10,298,196 12,573,305 7,867,812

MSY medium 2037 10,518,170 12,898,666 7,908,061

MSY medium 2038 10,740,961 13,233,271 7,946,842

MSY medium 2039 10,966,589 13,565,461 7,985,429

MSY medium 2040 11,195,352 13,904,208 8,024,257

MSY medium 2041 11,426,884 14,209,169 8,062,925

MSY medium 2042 11,661,304 14,495,547 8,100,713

MSY medium 2043 11,899,082 14,781,543 8,138,390

MSY medium 2044 12,140,265 15,056,107 8,177,827

MSY medium 2045 12,385,905 15,323,242 8,216,067
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

MSY medium 2010 118,631 118,631 118,631

MSY medium 2011 123,278 123,278 123,278

MSY medium 2012 121,615 121,615 121,615

MSY medium 2013 125,858 125,858 125,858

MSY medium 2014 125,947 125,947 125,947

MSY medium 2015 129,278 129,278 129,278

MSY medium 2016 133,506 133,506 133,506

MSY medium 2017 132,839 132,839 132,839

MSY medium 2018 136,516 136,516 136,516

MSY medium 2019 139,960 139,960 139,960

MSY medium 2020 148,327 153,161 144,147

MSY medium 2021 151,477 162,561 140,355

MSY medium 2022 154,651 165,528 140,667

MSY medium 2023 157,825 171,771 141,274

MSY medium 2024 160,965 178,305 141,922

MSY medium 2025 164,097 181,273 142,689

MSY medium 2026 167,237 186,471 143,678

MSY medium 2027 170,396 191,639 144,862

MSY medium 2028 173,622 197,135 146,060

MSY medium 2029 176,916 202,751 147,303

MSY medium 2030 180,289 209,400 148,515

MSY medium 2031 183,751 216,405 149,506

MSY medium 2032 187,303 222,919 150,744

MSY medium 2033 190,934 229,234 151,946

MSY medium 2034 194,633 235,582 153,103

MSY medium 2035 198,399 241,864 154,135

MSY medium 2036 202,239 248,022 155,020

MSY medium 2037 206,138 253,657 155,790

MSY medium 2038 210,086 259,503 156,488

MSY medium 2039 214,085 265,512 157,164

MSY medium 2040 218,139 271,479 157,837

MSY medium 2041 222,241 277,531 158,529

MSY medium 2042 226,394 282,984 159,202

MSY medium 2043 230,605 288,108 159,867

MSY medium 2044 234,877 293,234 160,530

MSY medium 2045 239,228 298,163 161,241
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